
WASCO COUNTY COURT 

REGULAR SESSION 

AGENDA 

MARCH 19, 2008 

LOCATION: WASCO COUNTY COURTHOUSE, 
COUNTY COURTROOM #202, 

511 Washington Street, The Dalles, Oregon 

9:00 a.m. OPEN TO PUBLIC 

9:30 a.m. OPEN TO DEPARTMENTS 

10:00 a.m. DISCUSSION with Todd Cornett, Wasco County Planning & 
Development Director, and Marty Matherly, Wasco County 
Roadmaster, regarding issues pertaining to The Dalles Urban 
Growth Boundary and the annexation process. 

10:30 a.m. DISCUSSION on direct implementation of required state 
regulations with Todd Cornett, Wasco County Planning & 
Development Director. 

12:00 p.m. RECESS until 5:30P.M. 

LOCATION: TYGH VALLEY COMMUNITY CENTER, 
57594 Tygh Valley Road, Tygh Valley, Oregon. 

5:30p.m. CONSIDERATION AND APPROVAL of Regular Session Consent 
Calendar of March 19, 2008. 

DISCUSSION on the future of the Pine Hollow Fire Department. 

DISCUSSION with Carol Hansen and Jim Rowan on the proposed 
Off Highway Vehicle Park (OHV) near Sportsman Park. 

NOTE: THIS AGENDA IS SUBJECT TO LAST MINUTE CHANGES. 

'!'Fie facmty is Fianau;ayyed" accessifife. Pfease contact (541) 506-2520, 

if you need" syecia( accommodations to attend" tfie meeting. 
'l1J1J - 1-Bo0-735-2900 



WASCO COUNTY COURT 
REGULAR SESSION 

MARCH 19, 2008 

PRESENT: Dan Ericksen, County Judge 
Sherry Holliday, County Commissioner 
Bill Lennox, County Commissioner 
Kathy McBride, Administrative Assistant 

At 9:07 a.m. the meeting was called to order by Judge Dan Ericksen. 

Karen LeBreton Coats, County Clerk, informed the Court that on April 9, 2008, 
the Secretary of State is having a Signature Training around the state. The training will 
be in The Dalles at the Public Works Department. Everyone in her office checks 
signatures so she is requesting permission to close her office all day for her staff to 
attend the training. 

{{{Commissioner Holliday moved to authorize the County Clerk to close the 
Clerk's Office on April 9, 2008, in order to allow staff to attend Signature Training. 
Commissioner Lennox seconded the motion; it was then passed unanimously.}}} 

Bernard Smith, Wasco County Circuit Court Judge, stopped in to discuss the 
population at the Northern Oregon Regional Correctional (NOR COR) Adult Facility. 
He asked if the population at the jail is reduced does that result in money to the 
County's pocket. 

Judge Ericksen responded by stating yes. The adult side of NORCOR is 
subsided in the amount of $3.2 million by the four Counties. The total adult costs are 
$4.5 million. 

Discussion occurred. 

Judge Ericksen explained if the County lowers our population by 1 0% it would 
result in a 2% reduction in our costs. 

The Court, Judge Smith and Eric Nisley, Wasco County District Attorney, 
discussed the reduction in the County's population at the NOR COR Adult Facility and 
the institution of a possible matrix system. 

Judge Smith stated that he was not interested in going through the prior complex 
matrix, which would be very time consuming. 

Mr. Nisley feels that they could do a non-binding matrix. He feels we could get 
the City of The Dalles to work with the County. 
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Judge Ericksen expressed his preference with a non-binding matrix. 

Mr. Nisley noted that 2% of the population at NOR COR from the City of 
The Dalles is for debt collection. 

Commissioner Lennox stated that he would like to know what the basic costs are 
to run NORCOR with no rental beds. Then he would like to see that overhead figure 
with any rentals. If the county is having economic difficulty then we need to look at what 
we can afford to run that basic cost for. 

A lengthy discussion occurred regarding the cost to operate NOR COR and the 
need to lower the beds that Wasco County pays for annually. 

The Court recessed at 9:25 a.m. 

The Court reconvened at 9:33 a.m. 

At 9:36 a.m. Judge Ericksen informed the Commissioners and Tyler Stone, 
Wasco County Employee & Administrative Services Director, of his conversation with 
Todd Cornett, Wasco County Planning & Development Director, regarding the Wasco 
County Fairgrounds. Judge Ericksen noted that the County has an application before 
the Planning Department for a Variance to site the Wasco County Fair Office. The 
application cannot be discussed. Any appeal would come before the County Court. 

The discussion with Mr. Cornett prompted a discussion on several buildings at 
the fairgrounds that need repaired or replaced. Judge Ericksen stated that a lot of those 
buildings would not meet today's standards. Mr. Cornett is suggesting that we do a 
limited use overlay zone for the area. An application process would need to be 
completed. 

Matt Bowen stated that he knows that Judge Ericksen is for the Urban Growth 
Boundary Expansion of the City of The Dalles. But he is not sure how the 
Commissioners feel. 

Commissioner Lennox stated that he is still in the process of evaluating and 
collecting information. He feels we need to look at the boundary and see how it is going 
to impact everything. Commissioner Lennox stated that we have a very unusual 
situation. We are in an urban area setting in the middle of a National Park Area. He is 
trying to look at 150 years down the road and not just 20 years. 

Commissioner Holliday stated that she is sort of where Commissioner Lennox is, 
still gathering information. Any time there is change there is unintended consequences. 
She feels that we need to evaluate those unintended consequences. 
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Some discussion occurred amongst the Court and Matt Bowen in regards to 
issues pertaining to the annexation of the Urban Growth Boundary of the City of 
The Dalles. 

At 10:01 a.m. the Court recessed. 

At 10:06 a.m. the Court reconvened. 

The Court discussed with Todd Cornett, Wasco County Planning & Development 
Director, Marty Matherly, Wasco County Roadmaster, and Dan Boldt, Wasco County 
Public Works Director/Surveyor, issues pertaining to The Dalles Urban Growth 
boundary and the annexation process. 

Mr. Cornett presented to the Court his memorandum dated March 19, 2008. 

[[[A copy of the memorandum from Todd Cornett, Wasco County Planning 
& Development Director, dated March 19,2008, is hereto attached and made a 
part of this record.]]] 

Mr. Cornett stated that the latest version of the Joint Management Agreement 
was adopted in 1997. There are some issues that have come up over the years. As we 
move forward we need to readopt a new Joint Management Agreement. We need to 
review and possibly amend the Agreement with the City of The Dalles. 

Judge Ericksen stated that he and Mr. Cornett started this process. Mr. Cornett 
composed a letter for Judge Ericksen to send to the City of The Dalles when we were 
looking at the eminent annexation of the property within the Urban Growth Boundary. 
Judge Ericksen thought if the expansion took place that would be the time to rewrite the 
Agreement. As it is turning out, the time period is stretching way out. Yesterday they 
felt that before any boundary expansion gets on the table that would be the time to 
renegotiate the Agreement. Judge Ericksen feels it would be good to address the 
deficiencies, which are to the County. 

Mr. Cornett noted that the Urban Growth Boundary (UGB) is the County's 
jurisdiction. The Joint Management Agreement with the City of The Dalles gives the 
City authority to implement the UGB as to land use. Mr. Cornett went over his 
memorandum at this time. Mr. Cornett noted that he is only highlighting areas of 
concerns. 

Judge Ericksen stated that the City of The Dalles has currently adopted three 
different amendments and have enacted them and have not forwarded to the County 
the amendments. They are currently implementing those that have been adopted, 
which the County has not adopted yet. 
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Kathy McBride, Administrative Assistant, noted the conversation that she has 
had with members of the City of The Dalles in regards to the UGB Amendments. 

Mr. Cornett stated that the City needs to notify the County; they cannot 
implement the amendments until the County has adopted them. 

Some discussion occurred. 

Mr. Cornett stated that it is the County's jurisdiction until the property is annexed. 
The City is a consulting agency, in terms of this agreement. The County needs to 
reevaluate the way the agreement is written or we need to have them adhere to it. 
Mr. Cornett noted that there is nothing in the agreement that speaks to the notification 
costs. It needs to be spelled out in the agreement. 

Judge Ericksen referred the Court to Page 4, Section (B)(2). Judge Ericksen 
feels that this Section would address the responsibility as to the costs for noticing. 

Mr. Cornett stated that he feels Section (B)(2) does not reflect as to Ordinance 
updates. 

Commissioner Lennox feels that Judge Ericksen may be right as to the City 
being responsible to accomplish the amendments. 

The Court acknowledged that Section (B)(2) does not speak about noticing costs 
for plan amendments. 

At this time Mr. Cornett read Section 5 (D) (3) as shown on Page 6. 

Mr. Cornett noted that the City locks in the acreage in January of each year. The 
County is still providing them money to implement acreage which is no longer located in 
the Urban Growth Boundary Area. The County is then locked in for 1.5 years. 

Discussion occurred regarding this section. 

Mr. Cornett stated that the City needs to be charging the County on a quarterly 
basis. We could get a definite acreage at any given time by using GIS. He also noted 
that the County is being charged for a 1/2 time Senior Planner and not a planning 
position. Mr. Cornett is suggesting that we take an average of the remaining staff after 
excluding the Planning Secretary and Planning Director. Mr. Cornett knows that the 
Senior Planner is not doing all of the implementation in the office. 

Judge Ericksen suggested that we use the costs for the Associate Planner as a 
basis for compensating the city and not the Senior Planner. 
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Mr. Cornett stated that the other issue is if the boundary is expanded. There will 
be acreage that will be undevelopable. We may want to consider those areas that will 
never be developed; maybe we should be taking those areas off from the calculation. 

Some discussion occurred. 

Judge Ericksen stated that the County is currently implementing the scenic area 
provisions within this UGB area. Should the County continue to implement the scenic 
area within the City's jurisdiction? 

Mr. Cornett responded that the Court needs to discuss and think about all of 
these various options. He referred the Court to Page 2 under B. The value of the cost 
of providing the service is based on an acreage amount. The more the acreage the 
more we pay. Mr. Cornett stated that the urban area is a scenic area term. It is exempt 
from scenic area regulations. The UGB area and the urban area should be exactly the 
same. We now have some scenic area zoning within the UGB area. We have some 
County zoning that spills out of the UGB line. Mr. Cornett stated as we go through the 
process we want to be sure that those lines are actually the same lines. 

Mr. Cornett stated that the other issue is code enforcement. He asked that the 
Court think of the UGB as a gap in code enforcement. Because the property is zoned 
for the City, the City of The Dalles implements the zoning. The County does not know 
the zoning and the County has no authority to enforce their Ordinances. The City said 
that the County did not include code enforcement in the Joint Management Agreement 
so the City does not provide code enforcement services in the UGB area. 

Some discussion occurred. Judge Ericksen stated that he feels it makes sense 
that the City does the code enforcement since they have a code enforcement officer 
and they are implementing the Urban Growth Boundary area. 

Mr. Cornett stated that there may be other areas within the agreement that we 
may want to evaluate. 

Mrs. McBride pointed out the requirements under the agreement for amending 
and terminating the agreement. 

Further discussion occurred. 

Judge Ericksen noted that the next step could be sending a letter to Nolan 
Young, City of The Dalles Manager, requesting that we begin the discussion process for 
amending the agreement. Judge Ericksen will prepare the letter to Mr. Young to begin 
looking at modifying the current Joint Management Agreement. 
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At 10:53 a.m. the Court heard from Marty Matherly, Wasco County Road master, 
on issues pertaining to the annexation process before the City of The Dalles in regards 
to roads. 

Mr. Matherly stated that the County has roads within both the City limits of 
The Dalles and within the Urban Growth Boundary (UGB). There are 18.03 miles of 
County roads within the UGB. Mr. Matherly has been working directly with the City of 
The Dalles as to the annexation of property to the City. It is our responsibility for the 
safety of those roads. 

Judge Ericksen asked how much we are required to do on streets like Myrtle 
from th to 8th, or Cascade Court. 

Mr. Matherly stated they are on a 7 to 15 year maintenance schedule for a 
surface treatment. The County is called out often for utility services on various right-of
ways; as to road maintenance, 7 to 15 years. 

Judge Ericksen asked if we get to all roads within 7 to 15 years. 

Mr. Matherly responded by stating that we go through the cycle. The County has 
not lost any roads so far. There are some roads that could go 20 years. 

Judge Ericksen asked how these 18.03 miles compares to the rest of the County 
roads; what percentage of money is spent here as compared to the rest of the County. 
Is it higher here? 

Mr. Matherly stated as to maintenance; it is higher. 

Mr. Matherly stated that the list of County Roads which are inside The Dalles 
Urban Growth Boundary is all inclusive. He does not have a list of the roads that are 
now located inside the City limits. 

Mr. Matherly stated that their perspective is that all county roads should be 
transferred from county jurisdiction to city jurisdiction. The city wants to receive these 
roads; they want the roads to be brought up to city standards. It would be very 
extensive and expensive. 

Mr. Matherly noted the County's options. 

Some discussion occurred. 
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Commissioner Lennox stated that he feels this is a fairness issue. The City 
wants to annex areas, but they do not want to take on the responsibility of the roads of 
the areas that they are annexing. They want the tax but they do not want the 
responsibility of the roads. 

Dan Boldt, Wasco County Public Works Director/Surveyor, stated that the County 
gets paid by the number of registered vehicles. The City gets paid for mileage. Each of 
the parties will get a little more money. 

Mr. Boldt has three observations. For at least three decades the City of 
The Dalles has not taken over jurisdiction of improved County roads at county expenses 
and to city standards for streets within the city limits; never accepted as city streets. 
That is the culture that we have operated in for at least 30 years. 

Mr. Boldt stated that substantial improvements have been made to those County 
roads in the UGB. While many of those County roads and streets do not look like city 
streets, many of them have storm drains. That is a real difference. 

Mr. Boldt stated that many of the roads that are being talked about are roads of 
local access. The roads we are talking about are county roads, which do not have 
curbs and sidewalks. 

Mr. Boldt stated that his third point is that when we talk about jurisdiction of these 
streets that fall under the City Planning Office; they also fall under the City's design 
standards. For instance the County spends a lot of time on West Tenth Street design 
grade and inspecting designs. The County needs to be there because it will become 
our facility. Mr. Boldt feels that the City should be paying for those inspection services. 
It is equally cumbersome for the County, as well as the property owner. 

Mr. Cornett stated that is a good point. We are obligating ourselves to this higher 
level of services. It is important to have this discussion with the City now. 

Mr. Matherly stated with the full transfer of the roads it would eliminate the road 
discussion in this mix. 

A lengthy discussion occurred. 

Judge Ericksen feels we need to have this discussion with the City. 

Mr. Matherly stated that the City of The Dalles would need to accept the County 
roads within the city limits, unless the County goes through the withdrawal process. 

Some discussion occurred regarding the proposed orders of vacation for the 
following roads: Art Morris, Val Miller, and Backwalters. 
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The Court discussed the language of requiring the 30 foot road right of way and a 
12 foot travel surface. 

Staff was directed to reword the Art Morris and Val Miller Road Orders to require 
that a 30 foot wide private road easement and 12 foot travel surface be retained. 

The Court briefly reviewed the proposed Order denying the vacation of a portion 
of Backwalters Road. 

At 11:46 a.m. Todd Cornett, Wasco County Planning & Development Director, 
discussed with the Court local implementation following updates to Land Use Related 
Legislation. 

Mr. Cornett discussed his memorandum dated March 21, 2008. This proposal 
will be presented on Friday at the Planning Directors Meeting. He noted that Wasco 
County is five legislative sessions out of date. Some are non-mandated changes, while 
others are mandated. This process would allow the County to administer and update 
our Ordinances without the Post Acknowledgment Plan Amendment (PAPA) Process, 
as long as we are doing mandated amendments. 

Mr. Cornett went over his memorandum at this time. 

[[[A copy of the memorandum from Todd Cornett, Wasco County Planning 
Director, dated March 21, 2008, is hereto attached and made a part of this 
record.]]] 

Some discussion occurred. 

***It was the consensus of the Court to support Todd Cornett, Wasco 
County Planning Director, White Paper on Local Implementation following 
Updates to Land Use Related Legislation, Oregon Revised Statutes or Oregon 
Administrative Rules***. 

Mr. Cornett presented another memorandum to the Court at this time. 

[[[A copy of the memorandum from Todd Cornett, Wasco County Planning 
Director, dated March 19, 2008, is hereto attached and made a part of this 
record.]]] 

Mr. Cornett went over his memorandum in regards to local implementation 
following updates. 

Discussion occurred. 
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Mr. Cornett stated that he does not see where we have statutory authority to 
apply the non-required directives. 

Mrs. McBride noted the requirements under ORS Chapter 203 as to Ordinance 
adoption. 

-*It was the consensus of the County Court to support the Non-Required 
Concept Paper of Todd Cornett, Wasco County Planning Director***. 

The Court discussed with Staff Items #4 and #5 on the Regular Session Consent 
Calendar of March 19, 2008. County Counsel is suggesting that the funding be 
received up front from Aventura before the County would initiate the Non-Conforming 
Use Update Process. 

Some discussion occurred. 

Mrs. McBride noted the proposed Personal Services Contract with the Pine 
Hollow Fire Department. 

The Court recessed at 12:32 p.m. 

The Court reconvened at 5:35 p.m. at the Tygh Valley Community Center in 
Tygh Valley, Oregon. 

There were approximately 35 people in attendance. 

Introductions were made at this time. 

Judge Ericksen stated that the Court has a couple of housekeeping items to do 
before discussing issues involving the Pine Hollow Fire Department. 

The Court considered the approval of the Regular Session Consent Calendar of 
March 19, 2008. 

[[[A copy of the Regular Session Consent Calendar of March 19, 2008, is 
hereto attached and made a part of this record.]]] 

{{{Commissioner Holliday moved to approve the Regular Session Consent 
Calendar of March 19, 2008, with the exception of Item #16. Commissioner 
Lennox seconded the motion; it was then passed unanimously.}}} 

Judge Ericksen opened the meeting to discuss the issues pertaining to the Pine 
Hollow Fire Department. 
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Randy Simpson, Chief Deputy Fire Marshall, provided the Court and the 
members of the public with background information pertaining to the issue of the Pine 
Hollow Fire Department. Mr. Simpson noted the extensive review by the State of all 
Fire Departments and the determination that the Pine Hollow Fire Department would 
lose their recognition as a qualifying Fire Department as of December 31, 2008, if they 
do not move towards forming a Rural Fire Protection District. Mr. Simpson stated by 
statute they cannot recognize non-profit agencies as a fire department, or private for 
profit agencies. There were seven non-profits that are impacted. The For Profit 
Agencies' Federal Identification Number were vacated the first of the year, while the 
Non-Profits were extended for another year. 

Mr. Simpson stated that the Fire Department must have a publically elected 
board and must have means to audit the dollars they receive. If at the end of the 
calendar year the Pine Hollow Fire Department is working on forming a Fire District they 
will extend the Fire Department's FlO Number. Mr. Simpson stated even if something 
happens and the Fire Department does not become a government agency, they can still 
continue to operate; they cannot be recognized as a state agency. The worst scenario 
is that they will not be eligible to receive federal and state grants. 

Mr. Simpson stated that the Fire Department could work with the Tygh Valley 
Water District. They have a publically elected board. The Fire Department could work 
with that Board. As a non taxing agency they could still do fund raisers. 

Some questions were asked by members of the audience. 

Mr. Simpson responded to the questions asked. The questions pertained to the 
differences in boundaries of the Tygh Valley Water District and Pine Hollow Fire 
Department. 

Mr. Simpson stated in Pine Hollow they could be looking at establishing a 
Service District. Someone on the Court would have to sit on the Board and the 
Commissioners would appoint others to the Board. This process has a huge impact on 
the governing bodies. 

Mr. Simpson noted what is happening in Curry County, where the County 
recognized the District as a Non-Taxing Fire District. They have to publicly elect their 
board at a cost to the District. 

There were further questions and discussion on issues pertaining to the cost of 
the election and how the District would share in the cost with other items on the ballot. 

Mr. Simpson noted the other option, which is for the District to go out for a tax 
levy. 
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Merle Hlavka, Pine Hollow Board of Directors Chair, stated that Pine Hollow is 
interested at this time in becoming a District without a tax base. They want to satisfy 
the requirements of the state. He asked if it would restrict the Fire Department years 
from now in obtaining a tax base. 

Mr. Simpson stated that you have the right to go to the vote of the people if you 
are a recognized District. You always have that option; the same thing as a bond. 

Judge Ericksen stated that the concern is once you establish a rate you cannot 
change the rate. The rate needs to be high enough to cover their costs over a period of 
time. His question is if you form the district with no taxing authority, could you add it in 
the future. The feedback he has is that the District can be formed and the rate can be 
established at a later date. 

Mr. Simpson stated before you do anything be sure to check with your local legal 
counsel since the state laws will change over time. 

Additional questions and discussion occurred at this time. 

Mr. Simpson recommended that we get a feel of our community of becoming a 
fire district and determine the minimum that is needed in order to survive. 

Some of the questions raised were in regards to who sets the boundaries of the 
District. 

The Court thanked Randy Simpson for attending this evening's meeting. 

Judge Ericksen stated that we had a request from Keith Mobley, Attorney for the 
Pine Hollow Fire Department. With the information that we now have he would like to 
have a conversation with Keith Mobley as to the direction that the Pine Hollow Fire 
Department would like to take. As to the Tygh Valley Fire Department; they need to get 
together and decide if they would like the County to do something for them. 

Pat Chastain, Tygh Valley Fire Department Board of Directors Member, stated 
that they will try to pursue getting with the Tygh Valley Water District. If that does not 
work they will go the way that Pine Hollow is thinking about going. 

Judge Ericksen asked Marty Matherly, Wasco County Roadmaster, to present a 
brief Road Report. 

Marty Matherly stated that the County will receive some money from the State 
because we lost the Federal Safety Net Funding. The State has budgeted $56 million 
for the Oregon Counties who will lose their Safety Net Funding. Mr. Matherly noted that 
the County ended up with approximately $928,000 for road related projects. This is not 
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something that we can put in the bank; it was identified for road projects. The County 
has up to two years to spend the funding. The Public Works Department plans to spend 
about 1/3 of the money next fiscal year. Most of the funding will be spent on surface 
prevention. The Department identified the Wamic Grade Project, which was started last 
year. The County was able to complete Phase I. Due to unstable funding the County 
held off on completing the next Phase. The County will be earmarking a big chunk of 
this money for the next phase of the Wamic Grade Project, which will not be done until 
next fiscal year. Some of the pavement chip sealing will be around the Pine Hollow 
Lake and in North County. 

Judge Ericksen stated that there is not enough money to do the total project. We 
could possibly do some redesign to finish the project. 

Mr. Matherly stated that the County is concerned with safety on the road. We 
may need to reengineer some of the road to deal with some safety issues. 

Judge Ericksen stated that the County laid off seven full time and two part time 
employees at the Wasco County Public Works Department. 

John Huffman, Oregon State Representative, stated that the news is not unique 
to Wasco County; it is happening to other timber counties. 

Mr. Matherly stated that the timber dollars they were getting was about 55% of 
their income. Their last payment was $1.9 million. The Department is anticipating 
receiving $130,000 in next fiscal year's budget. 

Jim Rowan, Pine Hollow Fire Department and Sportsman's Park Homeowner, 
stated that Sportsman's Park lost their snow removal. They are hoping they can get it 
back next year. 

Discussion occurred on Off Highway Vehicle issues at Sportsman's Park. 

At this time Mr. Rowan presented a copy of a map to the County Court. 

[[[A copy of the map from Jim Rowan is hereto attached and made a part of 
this record.]]] 

Carol Hansen stated that the Court was presented with a map of the area around 
Sportsman's Park. The Wildland Urban Interface Boundary Area has been drawn on 
the map. 

Mr. Rowan stated that there have been on-going issues over the proposed Off 
Highway Vehicle (OHV) Park near Sportsman's Park. Mr. Rowan noted his feelings and 
concerns over the proposed OHV Park by the US Forest Service. Mr. Rowan 
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commented on the following issues: the OHV Park is proposed to be located within two 
miles of Sportsman's Park; the Sportsman's Park Community does not want the Park; 
they do not want an in and out trail; there are speed and noise problems; and they 
would ask that the Forest Service use the Wildland Urban Interface Boundary as a 
buffer area. 

Mr. Rowan noted that the Irrigation District has had some problems with people 
damning up the creek. People have bought property up there for some peace and 
quiet; others have purchased property to ride their A TVs. Some of these people are not 
able to move or sale their property. Mr. Rowan stated that they are trying to get state 
money for some police services. The money that is put up is not a guarantee. He 
thanked the police for coming up there. 

Mr. Rowan noted that the road coming out of there gets pretty bad. Many people 
are using the black top while going in and out of the area. If the OHV Park is 
established it will create a huge parking area. It could be a problem. 

Ms. Hanson presented the Court with the following information: letter from Carol 
Hanson dated March 19, 2008; letter from Commissioner Sherry Holliday to Gary 
Larsen, Mt. Hood National Forest, dated October 27, 2007, letter from Chris Beeler to 
Jennie O'Conner; and the last survey results of the Sportsman's Park Community. 

[[[A copy of the four handouts from Carol Hanson are hereto attached and 
made a part of this record.]]] 

Commissioner Holliday asked Carol Hanson to share with those in attendance 
the concerns expressed in her letter of October, 2007. 

Ms. Hanson noted the concerns expressed in Commissioner Sherry Holliday's 
letter of October 27, 2007. 

Ms. Hanson stated that those are the things that they are asking the County to 
continue to support on behalf of Sportsman's Park. She noted that there are other trails 
that the Forest Service is proposing to put in which are a little over a mile from their 
home. Ms. Hanson is asking that the proposed Park be moved further away and 
outside the WUI boundaries. 

Dennis Beechler, Tygh Valley resident, stated that he is part of the Fire 
Department. Mr. Beechler retired from the Forest Service after 32 years of dealing with 
recreation and ATV issues. The maps that the County is viewing are the maps that he 
drew. Mr. Beechler stated that there are 8 areas in the forest that they want to 
designate. All of this came about because the Forest Service said one threat is 
unmanaged A TV use. Mr. Beechler stated that the reason McGubbins Gulch works is 
because he did an A TV Plan with the assistance of the Motorcycle Club. 



WASCO COUNTY COURT 
REGULAR SESSION 
MARCH 19, 2008 
PAGE 14 

Mr. Beechler feels that the community needs to work with the Forest Service to 
come up with a compromise. That is what the Forest Service would like. If a 
compromise is not reached the Forest Service will come up with their own answer. 
Mr. Beechler stated that he tried to move it when he drew the maps. Most of the use is 
on the other side of Gate Creek. They had 0 fires started by A TVs and two by camp 
fires; all in a managed area. 

Mr. Beechler stated that he lives within 35 feet of a motorcycle trail. The nearest 
house is one mile from McGubbins Gulch. 

A woman from the audience asked who the responding EMS Agency is. 

Commissioner Holliday stated that the Southern Wasco County Ambulance 
Service serves the McGubbins Gulch area. 

The woman said her concern is with the EMS issue. They have troubles getting 
volunteers and not even being able to afford an ambulance to transport these people. 

Barbara Hollis, Pine Hollow Dispatcher, stated that she is taking an EMS class. 
They are stretched thin. If there is a bad injury up there they may not be able to help. 

Neal Bursell, President of the local A TV Club, stated that he lives there. The 
4820 Road will not even be near where they will park their cars. They are asking for a 
staging area which is closer. There are no trails that come down 4820. The day use 
was suggested to get rid of the problems with drinking and large parties. A lower 
staging area is needed. 

Mr. Bursell pointed out the area where they would like to see the staging area. 
He noted that everything ends at the ditch. The red lines are where the trails are being 
proposed. There are 46 homes that own and operate A TVs out of Sportsman's Park. 
He noted that there have been less calls since the police have been up there. 

Juanita Lane stated that the maps that they are showing the Court are different 
than the ones that they have been seeing. They are not the same map. She has been 
attending the meetings. 

Mr. Bursell stated when Mike Hernandez drew up the map he took a pencil and 
drew the boundary. The authorized trails are not even in their neighborhood. 

Judge Ericksen stated that the County is not going to draw the boundaries. The 
County may have as much impact as you have. Gary Larsen will ask the County Court 
about our concerns. They want to get a resolution that is going to work. The 
presentation to us will not help draw the boundaries. It does not mean that the Forest 
Service will confer with us where the lines should be drawn. 
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A lengthy discussion occurred regarding this matter. 

John Lane asked how much destruction will be made to historic graves in the 
area. He mentioned how a Sheriff Deputy had seven A TVs pulled over. He is not sure 
how many of them received tickets. He stated that our rights as Americans supersede 
their rights to operate a motor vehicle. He feels that someone should be concerned with 
their rights. 

Judge Ericksen stated that the Court has taken a position to try to protect the 
conditions that people have in living up there. He understands that the Forest Service 
needs to find somewhere that A TVs can go. We need to find an area where it is 
compatible. 

Commissioner Lennox stated that the Forest Service has talked about getting 
citizen input. It would be best for the community to come up with some consensus. 

Commissioner Holliday echoed the comments from Commissioner Lennox. It 
has always been her hope that the two sides could come together. 

The Court discussed the proposed Personal Services Contract with the Pine 
Hollow Fire Department. 

[[[A copy of the proposed Personal Services Contract between Wasco 
County and the Pine Hollow Fire Department is hereto attached and made a part 
of this record.]]] 

Barbara Hollis, Pine Hollow Fire Department Representative, had some 
questions regarding the proposed Contract. She noted that she has 15 people that will 
help complete the scope of work under the contract. She asked about the termination 
date of June 30, 2008. They are requesting that the termination date be changed to 
December 31, 2008. 

Ms. Hollis stated when the work is finished Mel Guard from the Oregon 
Department of Forestry would come out and inspect the project. The state would issue 
a check to the County and then a check would be issued to the Fire Department. 

As to the reference to maintaining the property; Ms. Hollis stated that they could 
not guarantee that they could maintain the property for 10 years. 

Judge Ericksen stated that the County does not want to be caught in a Catch 22 
situation. The County has been cutting between $200,000 to $400,000 each year even 
after not funding the Library and Extension Service. Judge Ericksen stated that the 
County needs some sort of a commitment that the property will be maintained. 
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Merle Hlavka suggested changing the word from "maintaining" to the word 
"monitoring". They are trying to get out of a commitment that they cannot guarantee. 

Some discussion occurred regarding the issue of maintaining the fuels treatment 
levels. 

Staff will ask Mel Guard what the expectations are from the Oregon Department 
of Forestry as to maintaining the fuels treatment levels of this project. 

Ms. Hollis stated that she has been working on this for over a year; it has been 
time consuming. 

The Court signed: 

-Seventh Amendment to Department of Human Services 2007-2008 Intergovernmental 
Agreement #121 030 for the Financing of Public Health Services between the Oregon 
Department of Human Services and Wasco Sherman Counties. 
Spring, 2008 Grant Agreement between Bunni Austin and Wasco County Commission 
on Children & Families. 
Spring, 2008 Grant Agreement between Renee Kreinbring and Wasco County 
Commission on Children & Families. 
- Resolution in the matter of directing and authorizing the Wasco County Planning & 
Development Department to initiate a Land Use and Development Ordinance Text 
Amendment to evaluate the Non-Conforming Use Section of the Wasco County Land 
Use and Development Ordinance. 
- Agreement between Aventura and Wasco County. 
- Resolution in the matter of the adoption of the Wasco County Deadly Physical Force 
Plan as created by the Wasco County Deadly Physical Force Planning Authority. 
- Order in the matter of vacating Art Morris Road located in Wasco County, Oregon. 
- Order in the matter of vacating a portion of Backwalters Public Road located in Wasco 
County, Oregon. 
- Order in the matter of vacating a portion of Val Miller Road located in Wasco County, 
Oregon. 
-Resolution in the matter of accepting and appropriating unanticipated Ford Family 
Foundation - 1oth Street Grant Funds into the Commission on Children & Families Fund 
during Fiscal Year 2007-2008. 
- Resolution in the matter of accepting and appropriating unanticipated State -
Gambling Prevention Grant Funds into the Commission on Children & Families Fund 
during Fiscal Year 2007-2008. 
- Resolution in the matter of accepting and appropriating unanticipated State -
Strengthening Families Grant Funds into the Commission on Children & Families Fund 
during Fiscal Year 2007-2008. 
- Order in the matter of the appointment of Gay Melvin to the Wasco County Economic 
Development Commission. 
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- Order in the matter of the appointment of Carina Schmidt to the Wasco County 
Economic Development Commission. 
- Order in the matter of amending the Wasco County Noxious Weed List. 

The Court adjourned at 7:30 p.m. 

WASCO COUNTY COURT 

ioner 

Bill Lennox, County Commissioner 
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CONSENT CALENDAR 

1. Seventh Amendment to Department of Human Services 2007-2008 
Intergovernmental Agreement #121030 for the Financing of Public Health 
Services between the Oregon Department of Human Services and Wasco 
Sherman Counties. 

2. Spring, 2008 Grant Agreement between Bunni Austin and Wasco County 
Commission on Children & Families. 

3. Spring, 2008 Grant Agreement between Renee Kreinbring and Wasco County 
Commission on Children & Families. 

4. Resolution in the matter of directing and authorizing the Wasco County Planning 
& Development Department to initiate a Land Use and Development Ordinance 
Text Amendment to evaluate the Non-Conforming Use Section of the Wasco 
County Land Use and Development Ordinance. 

5. Agreement between Aventura and Wasco County. 

6. Resolution in the matter of the adoption of the Wasco County Deadly Physical 
Force Plan as created by the Wasco County Deadly Physical Force Planning 
Authority. 

7. Order in the matter of vacating Art Morris Road located in Wasco County, 
Oregon. 

8. Order in the matter of vacating a portion of Backwalters Public Road located in 
Wasco County, Oregon. 

9. Order in the matter of vacating a portion of Val Miller Road located in Wasco 
County, Oregon. 

10. Resolution in the matter of accepting and appropriating unanticipated Ford 
Family Foundation - 1oth Street Grant Funds into the Commission on Children & 
Families Fund during Fiscal Year 2007-2008. 
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11. Resolution in the matter of accepting and appropriating unanticipated State -
Gambling Prevention Grant Funds into the Commission on Children & Families 
Fund during Fiscal Year 2007-2008. 

12. Resolution in the matter of accepting and appropriating unanticipated State
Strengthening Families Grant Funds into the Commission on Children & Families 
Fund during Fiscal Year 2007-2008. 

13. Order in the matter of the appointment of Gay Melvin to the Wasco County 
Economic Development Commission. 

14. Order in the matter of the appointment of Carina Schmidt to the Wasco County 
Economic Development Commission. 

15. Order in the matter of amending the Wasco County Noxious Weed List. 

16. Personal Service Contract between Wasco County, Oregon, and Pine Hollow 
Fire Department. 
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ACTION ITEMS: 

WASCO COUNTY COURT 
REGULAR SESSION 

March 19, 2008 

DISCUSSION LIST 

1. Selection of Court Member to contact Y1 02 tomorrow morning between 8 and 
8:30 a.m. to report on today's Court Meeting. 

2. Letter from Jeffrey Trejo, Oregon Parks & Recreation Department, dated 
March 12, 2008, regarding the 2008 Oregon State Fair. 

3. Email from Tyler Stone, dated March 13, 2008, in regards to Web Page 
Redesign. 

4. Discussion on Wasco County paying the small city dues for Mid Columbia 
Council of Governments. 

5. Email from Marcia Wynn, dated March 12, 2008, regarding the KODL Coffee 
Break Show. 

6. Email from Keith Mobley, dated January 22, 2008, in regards to Pine Hollow 
Rural Fire Protection District. 

9. Discussion on the renewal process for Ambulance Service Area Contracts. 

HIGH PRIORITY: 

1. Discussion on terms of proposed Intergovernmental Agreement between 
Columbia Gorge Community College and Wasco County. 

2. Discussion on proposed Intergovernmental Agreement for Cooperative Action for 
the Funding for Construction of a new 911 Dispatch/Emergency Operations 
Center between the City of The Dalles, Wasco County and the Mid-Columbia 
Fire and Rescue District. 

3. Discussion on outreach for "Take Care of Oregon Day" Project. 

4. Discussion on renewable energy; formation of County committee. 

5. Appointment of the Wasco County Wildfire Coordinator. 

6. Establishment of the Wasco County Wildfire Steering Committee. 

7. Discussion on Wildfire Mitigation Strategies listed in the Wasco County 
Community Wildfire Plan. 

8. Update of the Wasco County Ambulance Service Area Plan. 
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9. Development of Volunteer Time Sheet. 

MEDIUM PRIORITY: 

1. Discussion on farmable land in Wasco County. 

2. Discussion on the establishment of System Development Charges. 

LOW PRIORITY: 

1. Employee Recognition for Process Improvement. 

ON HOLD TEMPORARILY: 

1. Discussion on the Code Compliance Division Proposal. 

2. Discussion on the request to approve a Lease Agreement with the City of 
The Dalles for construction of the Community/Cruise Ship Dock in the Columbia 
River at Union Street and NW First Street. 

3. Discussion on the request from Lynn Rasmussen, Finance Director, dated 
December 14, 2007, for Wasco County to establish an Account Receivable Write 
off Policy. 

4. Letter from John Arens, dated November 13, 2007, regarding a Mid-Columbia 
Regional Land Use Planner. 

5. Consideration of the letter received from Bill Hansell, dated January 4, 2008, in 
regards to Oregon 150. 

6. Posting packets on the website. 

7. Discussion on the possible reorder of the Sesquicentennial Flag for Wasco 
County, Oregon. (As per Fred, the cost will be $94.62 per flag for a 
minimum order of 12. The price will be higher for a flag order of 6 to 11 flags.) 

INFORMATION ONLY: 

1. Email from Cara Fischer, AOC, dated March 13, 2008. 
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